Childhood Blood Lead Testing in Michigan
DATA BRIEF FOR HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS

* Blood lead testing remains lower than pre-pandemic levels, and
lead exposure can go undetected due to this drop in testing.

* Lead is a neurotoxin. There is no safe level of lead in blood.
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WHO SHOULD BE TESTED FOR BLOOD LEAD?

All children with a positive lead exposure questionnaire. The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) Bright
Futures Periodicity Schedule recommends questionnaire screening for lead exposure at well-child exams
conducted at 6 months through 6 years.
* The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services lead exposure questions can be found
on the Pediatric Blood Lead Level Quick Reference for Primary Care Providers. A “YES” or “I
DON’T KNOW” response indicates a positive screen.

Children enrolled in Medicaid. Blood lead testing is required at:
* 12 and 24 montbhs.
* Between 36 and 72 months, if not previously tested. (Medicaid Provider Manual; Section 9.6)

Children enrolled in WIC. If a child has not had a blood lead test, they must be referred for blood lead
testing. (Social Welfare Act; MCL § 400.1111)

Children who are refugees ages 6 months through 16 years. CDC recommends a blood lead test within 90
days of arrival in the U.S.
* Retest after 3-6 months for refugee children <6 years.
(Immigrant, Refugee, and Migrant Health (CDC.gov))
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https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mileadsafe/Healthcare-providers/ProviderQuickReference.pdf?rev=6929ce72d12b485499591d02e8246cf3&hash=70D0FCFC4493A14C0AA32CF222951EA6
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mdch.state.mi.us%2Fdch-medicaid%2Fmanuals%2FMedicaidProviderManual.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CNagyM%40michigan.gov%7C29ab4a7e5b5f4b84716f08da6053f7a0%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637928211435560238%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JBcCPGn%2B4MOeCjC9NsPvbcoVUTHm%2FvEhmI6%2Bfi2yKZ8%3D&reserved=0
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(0tydm3qmuicuv513sivfxocb))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-400-111l
https://www.cdc.gov/immigrantrefugeehealth/guidelines/lead-guidelines.html
https://Michigan.gov/MiLeadSafe
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