
 

MCG message 
 
To:   All Blue Cross Complete providers 
 
Date:  July 14, 2023 
 
Subject: Revisions to high frequency chest wall oscillating device and 

accessories policy 
 
Please be advised The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services released Bulletin 
MMP 23-43 on June 30, 2023, which announced revisions to the high frequency chest wall 
oscillating device and accessories policy. Changes in this policy are effective August 1, 2023. 
 
An HFCWO device is an airway clearance device consisting of an inflatable vest connected by 
two tubes to a small air-pulse generator that is easy to transport. The air-pulse generator 
rapidly inflates and deflates the vest, gently compressing and releasing the chest wall to 
create mini-coughs that dislodge mucus from the bronchial walls, increase mucus 
mobilization, and facilitate its movement toward central airways. 
 
Standards of Coverage   
An HFCWO device may be covered up to four months when all other treatment modalities 
have not been effective (e.g., chest physiotherapy, medication, mechanical in-exsufflation 
device, etc.):   

•    Cystic Fibrosis  
•    Bronchiectasis that has been confirmed by a high resolution, spiral, or standard CT 
 scan and which is characterized by daily productive cough for at least six continuous 
 months; or frequent exacerbations requiring antibiotic therapy. 

  •    Neuromuscular and/or neurological disorders affecting ability to mobilize 
 secretions. 

 
Chronic bronchitis and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease in the absence of a confirmed 
diagnosis of bronchiectasis do not meet the policy standards of coverage criteria. 
 
The bulletin also included detailed information on submitting documentation, prior 
authorization and payment rules. Visit michigan.gov for more information. 
 
Full details of the HFCWO device policy are located in the Medicaid Bulletin 23-43*. 
 
If you have any questions, contact your Blue Cross Complete provider account executive. 
 
*Our website is mibluecrosscomplete.com. While website addresses for other organizations are provided for 
reference, Blue Cross Complete doesn’t control these sites and isn’t responsible for their content. 
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